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Research-Based Crime Policy Changes

Research is one of the aspects that help bring positive changes regarding crime policies. Where studies are conducted, implications described giving insights into necessary changes after which the policymakers implement. According to Wilson & Petersilia (2011), one of the policies that changed concerns incarceration rates in the United States. Studies showed that lack of guidelines for judges led to racial discrimination where the justice system made decisions based on color rather than the arguments of the case at hand. In 1980, policymakers considered the findings and developed guidelines where the determination of the imprisonment period was prioritized. After the changes, judges had to apply specific aspects and state the period prisoners would take in prisons. 
The changes were influenced by certain aspects which the researchers focused on. For example, the number of African Americans in prisons was increasing more than that of the whites. Considering the population of the blacks and whites in the US, the whites should be more which motivated authors to assess the reasons for the case. Apart from that, overcrowding in prisons was evident, where the government was pushed to build more prisons to prevent instances where inmates are released before the imprisonment expiry date (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011).  Notably, when this happened, the people were more likely to commit other crimes an indication that the right correctional strategies were not ensured. For that reason, studies attempted to resolve the issues by assessing why the blacks were more at the same time evaluate the reasons for overcrowding. The findings stated that racial disparities in the criminal system were evident where the African Americans were prejudiced.
As a policymaker in the future, I would ensure ethical and informed policy decisions in research by following the said guidelines. For example, I would consult peer-reviewed journals to understand the known information on the topic. It would help me determine research gaps and thus choose the area to address. Besides, in dealing with participants, standards such as informed consent, voluntary participation, non-maleficence, among others, would be observed. Additionally, I would then apply the problem-solving path, as explained by Bardach & Patashnik (2016), which insists on objective reasoning.
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